TO: Distribution
FROM: W/Inspector General

SUBJECT:  Announcement of Inspection - Data Remaining on Transferred and
Excessed Personal Computers

We are conducting spot checks on NASA personal computer (PC) hard drives designated
as being ready for transfer or excessing. This activity, Hard Drive 99 — Clearing
Controlled Information from Excessed Personal Computers (G-99-003), is afollow up to
our 1997 Disk Check activity. Asaresult of our previous activity, NASA management
issued policies and procedures and emphasized compliance with existing guidelines to
assure that electronic information was removed from transferred or excessed PCs. Also,
at least three NASA installations issued new or expanded procedures to improve data
removal from transferred or excessed disk drives. The NASA Chief Information

Officer’ s guidance on this matter, dated June 27, 1997, is enclosed.

We will keep you informed of our findings as our current review progresses. Please

contact David Cushing at (202) 358-2572 or Bruce Schmidt at (202) 358-2568 if you
have questions about this matter.

Original Signed by Roberta L Gross on January 19, 1999
RobertalL. Gross
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